
The Sage Tarot Deck Do Not Distribute 

Did you know? You can have your own copies of all of the beautiful images from Card of the 
Day. The Sage Tarot Deck is released! Order your copy ​here​. ​http://goo.gl/PLLXNV  

http://www.theschoolforwizards.com/sage-tarot/  

Don’t forget, you can get a birth date reading for your birth date that shows your soul strengths 
here. Just enter your name and birthdate for a reading that draws from the hundreds of possible 
combinations and gives you insights of what you came into this life for.​ ​Click here 

http://www.theschoolforwizards.com/soul-card-readings/  

To get a more detailed reading, please go to my blog.  
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Introduction:  
The origins of the Tarot are not entirely clear. The historical records seem to show that Tarot 
started, presumably, in the 15th century as a popular trumps game called Trionfi, later Tarocchi. 
Trionfi appeared in the historical record around 1440 with some evidence that Trionfi decks first 
appeared fifteen to twenty years earlier. The tarot was not appropriated for mystical or divinatory 
use until the late 18th century, when it became popular for divination after Antoine Court de 
Gébelin published ​Le Monde primitif, analys® et compar® avec le monde moderne ​("The 
Primeval World, Analyzed and Compared to the Modern World") with a chapter on tarot. 
Through de Gébelin’s work—which included the association of the 22 trumps with the letters of 
the Hebrew alphabet—and the publication by the fortune teller Etiella of a technique of reading 
the tarot, the practice of tarot reading was born. 

I came to the tarot as a youth, and knowing nothing of the history or education behind the tarot, 
began to read the cards intuitively and obtained a number of decks including a version of the 
Rider Waite deck and the Thoth Deck created by lady Frieda Harris and Aleister Crowley. 
Concurrent with my training in the Qabbalah, I realized that none of the decks I had, indeed 
none of the decks I had ever seen, did justice to the principles I was studying.  

That began the seven-year journey of the Sage Tarot Deck.  

The intention for both the Sage Tarot deck and this book is twofold. First, to provide a beautiful 
deck that rewards the intuitive reader, and second, a deck that rewards the serious student of 
the Western Mysteries.  

The inspiration for the deck comes from international art, and religious and ritual practices from 
around the world. Some of the cards use recognizable images from ancient Greek, Sumerian, 
Egyptian, and Japanese culture. The deck openly references Christian, Buddhist, and hindu 
spiritual traditions as well as obliquely referencing other worldwide religions, races and creeds.  

 

The Major arcana represented by zero and the roman numerals 1 through 21 shows, not only a 
name at the bottom, but the planet or zodiac sign associated with the card on the lower left and 
the hebrew letter associated with the archetype on the lower right.  

The Minor arcana, represented by the arabic number cards 2-10 shows the ruling planet of the 
card in the lower left, and a constellation on the lower right. The correspondence table for all the 
minor arcana, along with the principle name of the card  is shown on page [insert page number 
here]. 

The royalty cards are laid out as a single scene, if placed from left to right as follows: king, 
queen, prince, page. The wands and swords are associated with Greek Gods and Goddesses. 
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The cups are all Atlanteans, from the lost continent of Atlantis, and the plates are ordinary 
people. The reasons for this will be explained in the text.  

Table 1: Quick Correspondences of the Pips  

WANDS    

2 Wands Dominion Mars in Aires 

3 Wands Virtue Sun in Aires 

4 Wands Perfected Work Jupiter in Aires 

5 Wands Strife Sun in Leo 

6 Wands Victory Jupiter in Leo 

7 Wands Valour Mars in Leo 

8 Wands Swiftness Jupiter in Sagittarius 

9 Wands Great Strength Moon in Sagittarius 

10 Wands Oppression Sun in Sagittarius 

CUPS    

2 Cups Love Moon in Cancer 

3 Cups Abundance Mars in Cancer 

4 Cups Nectar of life Jupiter in Cancer 

5 Cups Disappointment Pluto in Scorpio 

6 Cups Pleasure Jupiter in Scorpio 

7 Cups Illusion Moon in Scorpio 

8 Cups Indolence Neptune in Pisces 

9 Cups Happiness Moon in Pisces 

10 Cups Success Mars in Pisces 

SWORDS    

2 Swords Peace Venus in Libra 
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3 Swords Sorrow Saturn in Libra 

4 Swords Truce (Self Soothing) Mercury in Libra 

5 Swords Defeat Uranus in Aquarius 

6 Swords Earned Success Mercury in Aquarius 

7 Swords Futility Venus in Aquarius 

8 Swords Interference Mercury in Gemini 

9 Swords Despair Venus in Gemini 

10 Swords Ruin/Retooling Saturn in Gemini 

PLATES    

2 Plates Change Saturn In Capricorn 

3 Plates The Works Venus In Capricorn 

4 Plates Money power Mercury In Capricorn 

5 Plates Material Trouble Venus in Taurus 

6 Plates Gifts of Success Mercury in Taurus 

7 Plates Delayed Success Saturn in Taurus 

8 Plates Craft Mercury In Virgo 

9 Plates Material Gain Saturn In Virgo 

10 Plates Wealth Venus In Virgo 
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Illustration 1: The correspondences of the minor arcana and the Royalty, Circular Layout 
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Illustration 2: The chart of the royals 

 

 

Illustration 3: The Qabbalistic Tree of Life 
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Major Arcana 

Overview:  

The study of the major arcana (the archetypes contained in the 22 trump cards) is a study of                  
correspondences, not only esoteric correspondences with known landmarks in the visible and            
invisible world, but with connections in your own unconscious.  

In the next pages, we’ll study the major arcana, sometimes called the trump cards, in pairs. In                 
the ancient hall of initiation, the egyptian mysteries were revealed to adepts in pairs of               
archetypes. Initiations would combine two energetic signatures.  

That is how this section of the book is organized. Each chapter will consist of two card pairs                  
along with an exercise, called an initiation, that it is suggested you do before reading about the                 
next card pairs. You may participate in the “prayer of the pair” initiations by going to                
school.theschoolforwizards.com​, searching for the meditations and clicking on the meditation for           
the card pair that you are studying.  

Allow yourself to know that you already know the answers to the questions that are asked                
below. Also allow yourself to understand that studying these archetypes is essential to growing              
your soul, which is why I believe we came to embodiment. Let’s begin. 

 

 

0 ï The Fool  
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Overview: 

The Card: 

The fool drifts through space unconcerned and weightless (without care). Accompanying him 
are a dog, a walking staff, a suitcase, a cap, and a feather. Seven colored stones sit on the cliff 
he is falling past, or more accurately, drifting past. A sun emblem decorates his tunic. Purple, 
snow-topped mountains are seen in the distance, and behind them a white sun in a pale yellow 
sky.  

Symbols unique to the card: 

The fool in the Sage Tarot is already falling through space instead of stepping off the cliff. The                  
fool represents our soul or essence. The essence is captured in that moment of free fall,                
forgetting past lives and trusting completely in the process of incarnation. 

In the bag which falls with the fool, on which is painted with the Eye of Horus (intuition), are the                    
four tools of the magus: the cup, the sword (or knife), the wand, the plate. The fool doesn’t                  
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necessarily know they are there—he has not needed them until this journey—but they are there               
for him to use, nonetheless. 

The Eye of Horus, covering the bag, is the Egyptian symbol of protection, royal power, and good                 
health. Horus (intuition) is the child of Isis (understanding) and Osiris (Wisdom) and represents              
the light of intuition, something that the fool will always be in touch with on his journey of                  
embodiment. 

Once in the hat of the fool, and now floating with him is the feather of Maat. In ancient Egypt,                    
souls of the dead were judged by weighing them against a feather. Those souls that were as                 
light as a feather were considered unburdened with sin and evil, and were allowed to pass into                 
the kingdom of Osiris. The feather flies with the fool to remind us the pure state of our soul                   
entering this life. 

 

I – The Magus 

Overview:  

Welcome to week 2! How did you do with the Fool? Did you find ways to interact with the Fool 
card? Did you answer the questions? Please email me directly if you have questions about the 
card or you get things from the archetype that you don’t understand. This is an interactive 
process, and I want to hear from you. This week we are doing the Magus often called the 
Magician. 

The Card: 

The Magus, in this card, based on the greek statue of the Hermes—originally from the school of 
praxiteles in the 4th century BCE— is the messenger of the Gods. His winged helmet indicates 
that he can move easily between the divine and mundane worlds. He holds a wand in his hand, 
and the wand points to heaven on one end, and the earth on the other, indicating the principle 
“As above, so below.”  

The five roses indicate the five senses, below in the world, and above in their divine forms. 
Death, in the form of the lilies below, is present in the world below, but not in the world above.  
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Floating below the wand are the wand, sword, cup, and plate that indicate the elements of fire, 
air, water and earth respectively, which the Magus, or Magus has control over. 

Symbols unique to the card:  

The Magus is naked here instead of clothed, and his nakedness indicates that, even though the 
Magus has many powers, he is still like an infant, learning what the world is about, and yet has 
his drape nearby, so he can protect himself from the elements when the time is right. 

 

II – High Priestess 

The Card: 

The High priestess is an archetypal feminine presence. She’s often represented by the goddess 
Persephone, because of Persephone’s constant return to the underworld. She is also 
associated with the triple-goddesses like the Egyptian Goddess Hathor and the Sumerian 
goddess Inana, powerful goddesses who were known in ancient times before they were later 
split into maiden, mother and crone goddesses like Persephone, Demeter, and Hecate.  

In this card, she sits in front of the veil that hides the hidden information from the uninitiated. In 
the process of involution, or ensoulment, she represents the connection to the great collective 
unconscious. 

Symbols unique to the card:  
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White Tara 

In the Sage Tarot Deck, the goddess representing the moon is White Tara, the goddess of pure 
compassion. White Tara is not associated with compassionate ​acts​, but instead the exalted and 
divine aspect of compassion, putting her in contact with the great unconscious. She is also the 
keeper of the akashic records. 

The Shell 

For buddhists the conch shell, pictured on the card, represents the  deep, and beautiful sound of 
buddhist teachings. For hindus, the conch (used as a horn) is one of the representatives of 
Vishnu, the hindu god of preservation and protection. 

The High Priestess as a life symbol 

The High Priestess is associated with the moon, and with  access to the collective unconscious 
that is the moon’s territory. Balance and harmony are important to you, and you are as dynamic 
as you are receptive.  You are also very tenacious, and have much in common with the White 
Tara, who is the goddess of pure compassion.  

Known as the Librarian of the Unconscious, the High Priestess card represents an innate ability 
to bring things up from the depths. Being born under this card, you are able to reach through the 
veil without any judgment whatsoever. This means you are very perceptive and can easily 
assess, in any situation, what is working and what is not. Able to quickly see what is out of 
balance, you use your creativity to bring people, projects and situations back into balance.  You 
would be an excellent negotiator, consultant or diagnostician, and would be a tremendous asset 
to arenas in which your perceptions, visions and insights would apply. 
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III – The Empress 

The Card 

The empress in the form of the pregnant goddess Persephone, holds sheaves of wheat and 
snakes in her hands. She gazes directly at us, challenging us to the dual of live and death that 
she controls. The 12 stars of the zodiac float above her head, forming a floating crown. She has 
the lotus staff at her side, the staff that allows magic to be done in any sign of the zodiac, 
showing her dominion over time as well as life. This is the ever pregnant Empress, always 
expecting, always cycling, always harvesting. The cypress tree in the background, the symbol of 
the presence of death, indicate her dominion, as well, over death.  

Her foot is resting on the crescent moon, showing her relationship to, and her understanding of 
her sister the High Priestess. The water in the background of her card joins the water that is in 
the High Priestess card. 

Symbols unique to the card: 

In the Sage Tarot deck, the Empress bares one breast and keeps the other covered. This 
symbolizes her ability to choose to cover herself or not. She is free to be naked, but need not 
always make that choice. Also, the exposed breast is always available to feed humankind, 
sensually, spiritually, and physically.  

Her flower, the rose, is also present on the card. The rose has long been associated with the 
feminine principle, and in the middle ages was linked with chivalry or courtly love “L’amour 
Courtois”.  

She holds the lotus wand in her lap, a powerful magical talisman that enables her to enable 
magic throughout the cycle of time. 
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IV – The Emperor 

Description of the Symbols in the card: 

The Emperor wears a hat or helmet that is topped by ram’s horns—the zodiac sign for Aries. 
The sign of the ram-headed Egyptian God Egyptian ankh, Symbol of life and creation. His left 
hand holds his long beard which joins the water behind him. The Emperor wears red armour, 
protecting him from injury or damage. He sits on the perfectly square and black cube of truth. At 
his feet lies the sacrificial Ram. 

In ancient days, the king, or son of the King were sacrificed at the vernal equinox, the season 
governed by the zodiac sign, Aries. Later, this process was modified to use a ram instead of a 
human sacrifice. 

The number 4 is associated with the four elements earth, air, fire, and water. The domain of the 
Emperor spans all of the elemental world. The four elements have traditionally been associated 
with animals, archangels, colors, and divine names. The number 4 indicates that there is no 
location where the Emperor does not rule. The number four is also treated by Carl Young as the 
number of completion, or wholeness. 

Symbols unique to this card: 

The Emperor sits on the cube of truth. It is his job and nature to deal with the truth, But not just 
the truth on the earthly plane. He is one of the only figures in the tarot trumps who is not looking 
straight ahead at the viewer. Instead one eye is hidden from view, looking toward the divine 
world. The other eye faces the phenomenal world. In this way the Emperor can use his 
connection to the both the mundane and the divine to make fair decisions. 

In the normally dry world of the Emperor, water appears. That water is connected to the long 
growth of beard of the Emperor. This indicates that fair-minded decisions include emotional 
intelligence as well as intellect. Emotional intelligence is won by paying attention to the emotions 
and tracking internal states over time. 

The sacrificial lamb at the lower right of the image it is challenging to some. Notice if you were 
challenged by the ram, bound up and ready for sacrifice. There is a native American concept of 
giveaway. This moment of giveaway is when a prey animal stop struggling and agrees to give 
up its life. The bound ram asks us whether we are ready to make our giveaway in the face of 
greater justice. 
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